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“Build-up God’s House!”

Haggai Speaks to the Modern Christian

Lesson 1: Put First Things First (Haggai 1:1-15)

Lesson 2: Find Strength in His Promises (Haggai 2:1-9)

Lesson 3: Trust in His Blessings (Haggai 2:10-23)

Opening Prayer: Lord God, already in Eden you asked us to be stewards of your creation. But we have loved and served the created, not you, our Creator. Forgive us for keeping that which belongs to you. Move us by your love to put you first in all we do, that your name may be glorified. Amen. 

Haggai 1:1 Introduction & Background
1. This section introduces us to most of the principle characters in the book of Haggai. Who are they? What are their occupations? 
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Haggai 1:2-11 A Pierced Purse
2. What was God’s complaint against his people? 

3. Keeping in mind the historical context of Haggai, Haggai 1:2-11 and Ezra 4:1-5, what excuses do you think the people of Haggai’s day gave for not building up God’s house? (Take 90 seconds to jot down as many possible excuses as you can think of.) Were such concerns legitimate?

Ezra 4 When the enemies of Judah and Benjamin heard that the exiles were building a temple for the Lord, the God of Israel, 2 they approached Zerubbabel and the heads of the families. They said to them, “Let us build with you, because, like you, we seek your God, and we have been sacrificing to him since the days of Esarhaddon king of Assyria, who brought us here.”
3 Zerubbabel and Jeshua and the rest of the heads of the families of Israel said to them, “We will not permit you to join us in building a house for our God, because we ourselves will build it for the Lord, the God of Israel, just as King Cyrus of Persia commanded us.”
4 Then the people of the land kept discouraging the people of Judah and kept trying to make them too frightened to build. 5 They kept bribing officials against them to try to frustrate their plans. They did this throughout all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, until the reign of Darius king of Persia.
4. What had life been like for the people of Haggai’s day because they had not put God’s work first? 

5. What excuses have you given for not building up God’s house? (Take 90 seconds to jot down those excuses.) Are these concerns legitimate?

6. Explain with help from this section: An “I’ll do it later” attitude is dangerous when applied to Christian stewardship. 

7. Evaluate: Although God commanded his Old Testament people to build him a temple, he hasn’t given us New Testament Christians that charge. So while building a beautiful church for our congregation would be nice, it’s not necessary. 

Haggai 1:12-15 A Miraculous Response
8. What was the response to Haggai’s message?

9. Why did the people and their leaders respond to Haggai’s message the way they did? 

10. Consider some of the ‘implications’ in the Lord’s message, “I am with you,” that he spoke to the people after they responded with willing obedience.

11. Explain: The building project God had in mind for the people of Haggai’s day was about more than bricks and mortar.

Apply

12. Agree or disagree and explain: Whenever we have financial difficulty it is because we have failed to put God first in our life of stewardship. 

13. Agree or disagree: God can still alter our incomes in response to our spending decisions.

14. If we detect a similar condition in existence among God’s people today, how can we go about stirring people up?

Summary:  God can’t stand being second in our lives. He wants us to put him before our homes, our cars, our schooling, our careers, and even first before our family. God also wants us to put him first today, and not “later.” God empowers us to do this by telling us that he, the Lord of hosts, is with us. 
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